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The Senate having under consideration the bill for the
admission of California a» a State into the Union, an.)
Uu i'leudeul having suted the question, " Shall the bill

Mr. DA VIS, of Mississippi, said: I do not propone at this
su*e of the oill.and in the known temper of tile Senate,
to enter into any argument ujkmi ite moriu or demerits
A'thougti there in a wide fi-kl of facts yet unexplored,
it » not my purpose to enter upon it. I feel it would be
u*1"6.;mnd; »han that. I tear to expose myself to an
exhibition of that reatlestness which has marked the
Senate, and to which! am not willing to be eabiected.
But i ask why ami among whom* this spirit of imna
tience manifested / Does it proceed from a desire to pro-
ride government for the people of California I No, sir;
the records of the country deny that. This im'iatieoce
has most exhibited itself m ti.ose who in the last session
of Congress obsunate'y refused, unless with the slavery
restriction, to unite with us in giving to this people the
beoelits ol a territorial government.such government as
wee then adapted to their t oiuliuon.~ntiy, more, such icov»
.rnment as is best adapu d to their condition now. 'Hun,
sir, among that class of i-ciiators, the great purpose of
giving a territorial government to the'iieople of Cdifornia
was held subordinate to the application of the Wilmot
Proviso to the bill Then, and for that reason, Congress
failed to give the protection to this people which they
bad a right to expect Irom the hands of a just govern-
inent, and whicti they had a right to demand under the
treaty of peace with Mexico. Now, sir. when the peo-
pie inhabiting that territory have formed a constitution,
one of the clauses of which prohibits Hie introduction ol
slaves, those who reliiseJ to give them a government
under the circumstances ju«t named.as wc have a lair
tight to infer Iroin the reasons 1 huve slated.are now
found most urgent in pressing ujion us, in violation of all
precedent, in violatiou of even a due deliberation, the ad¬
mission ol this State into the Union. Then, are we not
compelled to conclude that their policy, both then as now,
was governed by a single desire to exclude slaveholders
from introducing that spec es ol property into the recent
acquisitions from Mexico ? Is tnis in accordance with that

jirovision of the constitution which secures equal privi¬
leges and immunities to all the citizens of ihtt United
l.j Is.thl8 accordance with the principle of even-
handed justice, even were there no constitutional obliga¬
tions? Ihese acquisitions weie made by the people of
the whole United Slates; and the people of the South,
tboee wnom it is now proposed to exclude, we are bound
to remember, contubuted more than their fair proportion,
both ol blood and treasure, lo ootain tt.at territory. No,
sir, the constitution ano jmtice equally forbid the course'
which is pursued, an<i jitttriotism and reason indignantly
frown upon it

is it, then, matter of surprise that we, the suffering
party, have shown resentment and made determined op
jKisition > Is it not rathet matter of surprise that that in¬
dignation, which ha* b!az-d torth throughout the south¬
ern Mates, should have been received with such calm in¬
difference by the majority of Congress I.that Congress
has not only refuted to listen, but has treated witu scorn
the appeal which has been made I Such has been the his¬
tory ol thia debate. But why is it, if not for the reasons
which I have given, that northern senators are pressing
with such eagerness the admission of California ? Is it
to secure a benefit to their manufactures or navigation?
.No, sir. They know lull well that the people they are

aoout to bring into the Union are free-trade people, and
that tbeirpolicy wiil be to invite the shipping of tlie world,
and secure for thernselves the cheapest transportation
It is not, then, for the purpose of their own interest that
they seek her adnnipsiou. Is it to preserve their political
power, or rather their political right*., under the constitu¬
tion ? No, sir. Now tUey ure in a majority, and need no

addition for this pur|>o*e. Then, are we not thus forced
to conclude that it is for purposes of aggression upon the
minority of tlie South '.that it is the exhibition ol that
spirit of a dominant party which regards neither consti¬
tution, justice, nor the leelings of fraternity which hind
them to us, to tread wini ruthless and relentless step
over all considerations which should govern men, wise,
just, and patriotic I
And this ia the evidence of that love of the Union

which is constantly presented to us as the reason why we

should abandon the rights ol our constituents.why we
should he recreant to the known will of our constitu¬
ents.why we should disregard the duties we were dele¬
gated to perform, and submit to aggression such as free¬
men have never tamely borne.

Rut, Mr. President, is tbis the way to avoid danger
from the indignation which haa been aroused i Is this
tbe way to avert the danger ol disunion, il such danger
exist f That indignation and that danger, so far as they
Lsve been created, are me offspring ol injustice ; and this
is the maturing act of a series of measures which leads to
one end.the total destmction of the equality of the States,
and overthrow of the constitutional lights of the southern
section of tbe Union. We of the South are the equsls
of the North by compact, by inheritance, by patriotic
devotion, and in the sacrifice tiy which the territory from
which it is projiosed to exclude us was acquiied! Aai
when such outrage excites nunly remonstrance, instead
of bringing with it a feeling to forbear, lo abstain, and
reflect, it is answered by term* of invective and the start¬
ling cry of .. duunion. " disunion !"
This ia a constitutional Union.a Union of aovereign

States, under a compact which delegated certain powers
to the general government, and preserved all else to the
people ol the States. To that Union the southern men

are aa true now a» in tbe day when tbeir foretatners as-
w'.ed to establish it \gainst that Union they have
never, by woid or deed, made any op|msition. They
have never claimed Iron* this federal government any pe
cul.ar advantages Neither a Slate i.ot any res|«ctatile
bouy ol citizens have tamed their vo.ee against tins
Union which rests upon the constitution, and which thev
would preserve and transmit to posterity as the richest
legacy evar bestowed upon man.

Those who attempt to sap and undermine the constitu-!
tion upon which that Union tests are the tii#uniotii*is.
disonionista and traitors. in the moat opprobrious applies
ticn ot tbe epntet In whom, then, ia Itiia spirit ol d.s
uniont Who promote* it? Not tboee who maintain

the constitution uprn which it was founded, and by
which alone it can be preserved. Not those who iefu*e
to surrender the principle which gave 'hat Union birth,
and which constitute* the soul of it* existence. Not
those Mho, claiming ti e equality to which tney were

lorn, declare that tliey will resist an uncoi.siitutioual and
unjust iiiecriminatMMt niatnat tbeir ngnta. l'his is to
maintain the robttituiin.. under the Union And II it is
sedition or treswou to raise a voice or hand again*' the
violation of that Union, against supplanting it by a gov¬
ernment which rests not ui«mi that authority, hnt on the
unrestrained will ol ttie majority, .ben my heart is Ailed
with such sedition and treason. «nd geiitleinm may make
the most ot tlie dechoatioii. ft i* not the Union ol our
lathers, and can never nc mine. To preserve that which
we inherited, and to wbicb I and loose whom I repreeent
are aiueatly attached, ia easy, if the son* have pieserved
,,

Virtues ol tbeir sires in even a inoderute degree
Yon have hut to alwum from injustice; you have to
leave as the advantage til the provisions ol that ronstrtu
lion under which toe Union was fonoed, and Ui leave hi
full operation the principles upon which it is based; and
then if any impious hand should ever be raised o de¬
stroy the temple of our confederacy, with united heart*
aid ready hands the people would rally lo. ita protection
Then, sir, it would indeed be a union of brethren, and
not that forced union which is sought now to he est#',.
hshed by the coercion ol sovereign State* at the point of
the bayonet, and the suppression of tlie tree spirit of the
people by tn« terror ot marching armies. It b.is oe»ii ti>
confidence and common interest, by toe unpuictuisabie
service of willing hesuts, by viinie and punciple, th .1 our
Union has illustrated the biaeeinga of representative lib¬
erty, become the mother ol republic*, and lias so steadily
anu rabidly grown to be one of the Aral nations of the
earth The nl.adow of its protection ia feft by oar citi¬
zens on every sea and shore to which commerce or ad¬
venture may lead them.

Bui when we see men, the witnesses and heneftriaries
ol.such institution*, undermining ill* great principles on
waicb they depend, w« nave reason to believe the virtue
which ie require*, to apprecute the bletMing has departed,
or thai the agents of tbe people are tiulaithlul to their
triwt.

Air. President, we now see that an act is about to be
executed, so fir u the Stnaie is concerned, winch te to
lorm an era in the h.story ol our country. Now, for
tt e Brat time, we are about permanently to destroy the
balance ot uower between the members of .be Unjoin in
both t ranches of Co..grese-ihia, too, when eectionai
Tr'»». ripe beta, and when those who are il.iie to have
U'e control in both bouses of Congrese will have also
">* power of the exe-culive derailinert
Now, sir, the epirit ie exhibited to disregard the restric-
°"* °f 'he cooatitation which aiade ua equal, and loob^

feJXSSrs**jss".a**d'«¦« Tk,.
feel hut f!?tle confidence in th.^ote^'iL"! J?!?' 1
to restrain where fanati.-um intfcmTJ i-a
urges to invasion. Now when ih®' * .ec"o,'al Pride
departments.legislative ami exeiutive^re'. h |h 'h<1

ferred to one interest I f«.r tEl!?!. ° *!.
point at which the decline of ? reached the
the point it which tbu barriersoft"Jrero,ne".1 b«*un.
be broken over r,y a ruthless m*! riiS co"*tlt,',,°" *'. »o

nority may tie called n mh i
ni,i,,rity. and when the mi.

tiv.- q ¦r/,-"
ittsdF&yzs&sss:
On the contrary, they are ^rava, A ' ? COJn,u,lniII,W
which are made, ami by the^on. » ^ .

declarations

the eu|iercjliuus air o/ »uperiorftv unil'.ftV'
who, though a majontv «hmii f i

01 thoee

only our constituUoual MuJla ihS^K*!! "lW ,he>! ar"

during the whole uru*rei,1 >?¦ hM *own

»ir, winch hL wrvEftoT.1 tb'" """nre. It is tb,a.

opposition which southern eft y ju'(ify th«

»"*r;xSrr«
flu oT'.h^Uinon^ay be "llX'"**

^rgsffig^'iSraaB:
not, therefore, lor tht wS iTiS! P^fVthon; «

&»rrt:vrrp
temper to which 1 h,,, . 1

b'"- 1" that

a minority in both hou"«o7&W^u ?r"a,!M",y

r^,£:bil^1ri;r^rs:r,rr^3er,hi
S3=rft £'5S
priatiou of money to enable tiie State government to ilfei
a proper resistance to the Wihnot Pro?i»!u th»,^l"ouS
measure should pass both houses of Congress and be an

K & "{? *V«d«nt.. In this bill which f. now he-

iS f.offensive^discrimination, the unjust e*clunion

innf p
IS Ha etfectually accomplished as h\ the VVil

%?L?rovj*°l"ee>t; and what matters it to me wnX'i
of h-r!T. thut Within certain limits

1 the old territory of Caliiornia slavery shall be urohibit
ed or whether Congress gives foice and viultt^n
"."Tmtion ol power by the inhabitants witlun that tern

",d,rec'y ellecu our exclusion > The act is
>* eiitiaiJy ch«1 baine, and the offence is uot, to mv mind
diminished. If there be any d.tferenc^.T s in ^v.r of
the direct action ol Congress It wouid not be soZrm!
iient as '" the lonn proposed . the jsiliucal injury would

'here WOU,U * a ',eIler ''0,ie of ile repeaJ Jt

^,r\rT°U 5" u*e"t 10 w"0'n some pow-

actr^Ts.sjsu'assss
grass, .xscause the necessity arose from the fatiure 11
Congress to discharge it* duty by proviuin.' the reauiaitv
government lor that Territory. Hut l, aot^T,,m
KW, ovfr lhe °t the |>eople of the Sutes and

^ * diacriminaiion a/ainst tne rights of that por¬
tion of the people who bad by their representative, en
deavored to suppiy a government to that Territory
n 11 * 8f<,at J'11'-""". Mr. President, he(ween a

political comi.unity.an orgumzi*«i bixJy, Mich \hr
people oi a Territory organized l>y the United Sutes an

er«ct°aP0*".and proceed.,,* to
erect a Matt, and the a^-suiiaiiion of nerdon* vi ha innw

cUr2?hen.^|evi.UPOn pu"'ic «® tit limits, de
clare ihean>elves a people, and erect a Stale Of the lor.

TnVcJ^* h'" they form ho precedeni
xatio1? b?it" 1h»ri no' on,y hl^ there been noorgani-
" lh^.re Wrre no Prot*f means even of holding
an election. The couniry, it ia true, had been filled bv a

trans't-ntpopukuoi,. who bad gone there for the pur,^
k'U': l08'^"- *i: l.

tl""C4! derived sucb rights as

thoae who should dnJ themselves assembled lor fur-

/ °.r 'or any other of the purposea of commerce

might claim to seize upou the territory of the federal irov-

ernment and r;iprupriale it to their own exclusive benefit
of " 8e,"r*' prohibition, to

.

d,HCnm,n»llon one-Half of the
States, the equal owners of the territory.
iliu'Th- lhe *7**® Frenone.! to us is even worse thin
this. Ths people thus found as iM.journeis ui>o» these
terrilories we e not the-nselven the jrime movers in this

f 1 h*y were I'fompied to it. It is a fsct which
h« come to my knowle.lge, that the military governor
who surcMded after the peace of Queretaro sent out

messengers to ascertain whether the people of California
desired to have a civil, ins'eod of tne existing military
government, and that he rncei veil such an answer as 10

causc him to refuse to issue the proclamation which had
been prevtou»ly prepared. That proclamation was, I am
inlormed. nearly the same as the one issued at a sub-

sequent period, the first b«ing the mould of the second.
hen (veneral Kiley, as military commander of the

troojie in California, caine into (lower as civil toreiHor
underth.ori.rsof the Executive, the cond.Uofof 1,
w-untiy ws. unchar.ged.extt.pt that there ha i been an

additions) influx ol (lopulation No legu alion by Con-1
ar«M hail occurred, mim1 I am no! aware of any public
maj.ife^Uiion by tue people of a wish to establish a

State government.
Under these circumstances, sir. (bat governor sent out

his proclamation, ca.ln.g uiwn tne people to meet and
hoW n con veil'ton H. closes his pr.*tam,iton with
tl»e hope tnnt the procsedu.g wouid be agreeanle to the
I>eopl«--ihua showing, upon tbe hee of it. that it was no-

peo,!>° h,m»1Iut be prompted the

I saj. sir. then, that the cass is wors* thsn if the
. ransieni inhaMtants -hould, by their own volition.
claim a poiium of the territory of the United States and
impropriatei.it to themselves. And if, sir, tbe conse

quences whK-h have resulted and are hfe^y to VkMe
troiii this movement were not so grave, we miould look
upon all tfiat occurred ameiior to that convention
an 1 in the ratihcatKm of the constitution by the iNiot>ie

^ hit.rH °' w"'t*n lor the publw
b> Us)anl Taylor, aud which were Considered worthy of
being incor|iorst«d into a hook, we are infor.ne<t Unit m

hkIW|12 ,'nrTu UM! d'J:«Ct" Of 111at Country,
like I eague O Kegan. tbe hero of modern chivalrv he
unriowly esca|ied being caught and elected to the con-

venoon.
But, sir, I do not now purnise to detain the Senate

by entering into the history of Ibis political phenomenon
My par^Kiae ia solemnly to warn the Senate again*! the
act which they seem about to commit. In ihe n.«me of
equatiiy, of constitutional right, of peace, ami of iiater-

n.ty, I call upon t.ie mapiriiy to abstain. I <<f!ei no met.-

ace.foretell no violence Now. as heretofore, I will
not ma or contemplate aisutnon as a leme ly. Hm
sir, mitt- in sorrow than in anger at the empty tbrci*
wnich have been ma^e, I caution the maiorify thai thev

**0''°ok to the South as a field upou which victories
«re to be won wnhmt CisH, and where the emoluments
01 conquest arc to be gained without sacrilit*. We, sir

17.i1'""^w^ej^nisof Hie men ol th» S tilth who unite I

1..01 1 ,rf® ^°,th 'n the umuual contest of our

u|J! " !".for }be '"siuteiiance of what was to them an

' ljofc^?,t£r,,C,*, ».. / are ",e ,l«*r-»r»<iani* of ilinse who

! your sir..«"KII "'A *"*'. wh"ultJnr to slioulder with

L'u^bT; w.'Il hr0,,*h '!" ,war u< ""'.pebdence, be-

«ms of m,r V, ' ^tT^1 ,
" we not degenerate

«tiffer wronir b. .'.>erly loving fathers, we will not

\h# h"n,) of ">*«. i'. »o'

cause iin.iie!' uti. .I'll *" co",u nelijus discrimination be-

low rcnialMM.
"nJ life-Ion^ M»rro« may lo|.

.u^T^by'z^::br .ft mch names I ad-

*1^^'.SZJSS":'!ZaJ^7JS2.HXJS.»' »ST5.a^ir^C'Tr
into which, blinded by lq-t of section!,!

'he sbjss

yon are snout to plu ..(e-iuere to lie bur,."}rt?j£^£
glorious memorie* ol tbe laud, tlieeati.liu -i.l 1"

of the future, .ml the tmm^.Wlil&r'jfe
rom.no., cm.;,fry f I s,.cnk U» you not as one who thiem
ens, bm as one who .bares with you a common fortune
as one who h.ts a right to partakeof your co.in^-l t.

ticipnte in your hope and >oui lia|ipiness. and one »h0 is
about to share your misfortune, if misfortane V our

w!lolemn,.SJl!h"M fraUsr"al 'e*lin«* ,luu 1 mak« «>y

liuSJ' f fi.e^slff ,S ,
1 0,UM Mk * feW Jn,nut*» of the

lect n w ,i 'oexprea* mv opinion* on the aub
r?f ,UI"ler conaideration. I know. *ir, that this

1 I hm nn1 J H'?W tlUt My thi"« 1 <*" »"y bere
Z.L ? e""Ct fo !"".vent its passage; uif*. under

.,?* rations, I had determined to content myself

^ i
' e 'b'8 morning suggested that a few re.

mark* from me might not b« altogether out of place
In oheu ence to their wishes. I pro,we to state. rather

® f,>rni * protest than a speech, the reasons whv I
object to the ,«*««. of thi- bill. Thosewm b»
othl'r l""rrM 9|U,0li f1"1 *r*u*J Ht le»K«'» by myself and
other*. I shall do nothing more to-day tha.i recapitulate
thealw' an'riL'/wt^'y1'^ >0' .l,olh*r timo ","1 another
beatre any lengthened discussion of topic* which can-
not now be otherwise than wearisome here.
i' ^ecl lo ltj® passme of th« bill because there ha*

been noi census taken oi the inhnhitants, cither by federal

aMhV'f.0 r "'t? ,hi'1 ,S<,nat0 has no evidence that
at the fonoatiou ot the constitution there was a number

cLal ? fo'T" ,W'U"" ,he limiUof California suffi-
VI' her to ou« rcpiesentative, much lee* two.

e*U^f*hed'tiner,?T "* territorial government was ever
established in California by law. I object to it becan*-

noTaw^ * ° ^'"*re'w Hx,nK her boundaries, and

SialB ^ in* formation of a constitution arid
.h.? ® Above all, I object to it because it is

Ja<^f)Tl^,h""Ut,^T^I*,j'>,h The convention
**? ca,l7' together, organized, and completed Us sittings

SStHrr ThMt cla,JHe lhe constitutor,
which prohibits slavery was notoriously adopted ex-

K'L10 eXc ude "ne-1,Rlf °! »h« Suies of this Unio,,
IhUh !3 l,arVc'l'Ht,on ,n »be fruita of a war in
which southern and northern blood wai freely mingled
und southern and northern treasure lavishly expended

'

rnese objections are not now stated for the first lime
I urged them long ago. And in all the debate which has
followed, I must be permitted to say, they have not been

Kr«'nf it contrary, they have been admitted.
A force of them, however, is sought to be evaded by
lhe assertion that, although many irregularities have tin

questionably attended the* «pplicat,07 of cld'fS for
» a A|alt' ?e'lhe#e '"egularitie* may tie and

ouaht to be overlooked, in consideration of the extraordi-
?f7 circumstances o/ ,he cam:; ">at Congress having
fa' ed to provide a government for California, it was the
right of the people to establish one for themselves, which
« ki® !',°W £°UI,d 'u recognise. This argument would
not b« altogether without force if California and the ma-
jonty in Congress were the only parties in interest If
the rights of no one else were affected, the majority might

^ er wrong bv dimmnsing with the usual
guard* and securities. Such, however, is not the case
I here are, uiitortanately, two interests in this govern
ment.a northern and a southern interest. It becomes
necessary, therefore, to know which one of these inter

est*| perpetrated the first wrong, and which is to £W
fited by that now proposed. If it be true that both see-
lions are equally to blame for refusing to give a territo
rial government to California, or if it be true that the
southern States alone are guilty, then, sir. we would have
no right to complain if that wrong should be urged as an

argument against us now The record, hojvever showH
' 1 8"ch WH* "°' 'be case. In addition to thut record, if
more were needed, we have the published declarations ol
the senator Irom New York [Mr. Seward] that he him-

^'nJy'o^utDenta1 in causing the defeat of a
territorial bill lhe northern interest denied a Kovern-
ment u, California; and now, when they are to beXne-
fited by the admission of California, this outrage is con¬
verted into an argument, and we are g.avely asked to

t° '. doctrine that two wrongs mule* a right
The failure to give California a government was no

kL oury' P»K,n principle, then, i* the North
to I*reu>a,ded for a sin she did com mit, and the South
punished tor earnestly endeavoring to prevent its com¬
mission > Sir, I feel bound to say that Loyola never had
more ingenious or more unscrupulous disciples than those
who rna«on after this fashion. A wrong wu done to
UUiforna aud to us, in refusing a territorial government.
Now another wrong ia to be heaped upon us because of
lhe drat. I lie story of the scape goat, to which we lis¬
tened not long since, has found its prototype in the his¬
tory ol the southern people. We bave boeu dra-ged to
ttie verge of a precipice, and are about to tie hurled down
nackwaids lor the am* of others, not our awn

It is neceasary that 1 should refer here. Mr. President.
»2\ remark" which were made by the senator fiom
Michigan yesterday. and I regret that the honorable sen¬
ior i* not now in his seat; but as this is the onlv Mm.
iunity which I shall ha/e of adverting to thoae remarks
in connexiou with this bill, he must |*rdon ine lor disre-
wrdmg the usual courtesy extend-d to absent senators
He to d us yesterday that the people of California had a

right to establish a government, .with or without our
consent; that we, having failed to establish a govern-
ment fr>r them, they had an inherent right lo establish
one for tbemselvea. This, sir, is nol the doctrine which
1 learned from a speech of that senator, delivered a few

what were his sentiments
" r'jd from hi* speech on what ia called the
three-million bill:
Butuo tsrrliorr horsafter to be sequired ran bt

p'ov^au,|l 101.

oIN,Z?ii?.r.;hhUw PI!5i*elr ®ydoctrine, and the doctrine
of the South VVe believe that an act of Congress ia in-

dispensable to the gover.imonl of any Territory; and

hTi/.^. rec"gn.ae no (overnment established

nwitc
mft> 10 h,ir ¦* legiti-l

Again the aerator *aya:

Tr W"p'? Pr°t'.»«.'» 'he new care.,

opens.! u> it. Till thkn no Irgiii.nai* amUirliy can be e*
creised over It.

Again, air, I agree with the aenator, and I am hnppy to
be able to quote his high aii'hority agamat the new doc¬
trine of squatter sovereignly whicti is baginninr '.o uer
va»le the land. Tlie tijjbt ot a few individnal to eeix*
upon tne public dotisin, anil ernt themselves into a

eieignt>, issomet'.ing which,in my iudgment.rannnotl>e
too strongly reproliat^d If I had no other reaaon lor op¬
posing the cdin<settn of Calilornis. Ibis alone would he
suffleient; and I might a|ipcal U» the senator Irom Michi-
aaii to go with me in that opposition, if be still adherea to
ibe opinions I have quoted.
Mr Hreatilent, other senx'ora have spoken of the proba-

ble action of the S ites they reprevient utK>n the itassage
of this bill. I do not know what Alabama may do
That her action will be characterized bv wisdom and
Dimness I nave not the least dou->t. I am not here Min¬
dicate to her what ahe ou<ht lo do. I am the servant,
not the leader of her |>eople. Whatever ihey do, I shall
do in despite ot executive menares.and of sfl the bhtndy
picture-other ha id* may exhibit to our view Born
upon the anil ot the State while it was vat a Territory,
we have grown up together. Time after time she ha*
committed her honor and her interests to ni) band*
Again and again she ha* trusted am! promoted me, and I
recognise no allegiance to any fiower higher thiai that I
owe to her. Whenever ahe commands 1 will oSey If
.he determines to re«i*t this law by force, by aecession,
b> any mrana, I am at ber service, in whatever caisu it>
she desires to employ me. If this be treason, I am a
traitor.a traitor who glories in the name.

I know, sir, th'it the President, in his late letter to the
fovernor ol Texas, ha* assumed the right of the govern¬
ment to fierce a sovereign State. I deny that there is
an}tlung in the constitution.anything in the laws.to
Justify such an assumption, l he law is plain *n<l clear.

I individuals, not States, are the subjects of coercion If!
any Stale should secede, let him, it he dares, a.tompt lo
«mpli»y military force to compel her return He will
soon hnu in that event that h«# has more than one «ta»e to I
deal with, un«i it,at the |>ower* and resources ol this gov¬
ernment are wholly inadequate lo the task he has under-'
il V' "* ,r',,,al doctrine that all fiower Irslges liere
hie been soint what widely repudiated, and the denial of
State sovrreianty, either North or South, can brine to the
Kxeca.ivs noihiiig but cont«mpt. *

I bold that my first allegiance i* d'le to my Slate, and
ih>»t treason ca'inot be c<immnted against any iiowar
while obeying her mandates. .Such opinions have re¬

cently been unsparingly denounced, but let me warn those
who resort to such weapons that they may be H*ed by
more than one side There aie moie traitora than trai¬
tor* to the Union. 8 r, I impugn no man'a motive* who
let* mine alone. I question the puriiy of no man'* con¬

duct who doss nol provoke retaliation by assailing others:
but when men intimate that obeyhence to Ibe mandates of
my State is trea«nn, they mu*t expect to hear in retnrn
that, in my opinion, tbere are those in thia land and about
thi* Capitol who would sell their nonla to Satan for lhe
privilege of having a hand in President-making, cabinet
makina, and the consequent distribution ol the iniMie of¬
fices. There are those who would aeil their Saviour, were

ne again apon earth, for half the price that Judas enceptad
to be'ray him. Denunciation*, nr. are weapons that Iwo
can use , and if a:iy one exi>ee<* to employ them against
me witn impunity, he miscalculates sadly the character
of the man he assail*.

1 have aaid all I think It oeceaaery to atijr. I did nol

'',e bl" bere- ' "hall, if nret;Mary, argue

i .1 '' '. with great reluctance, sir, that
I ruMf 2* ®*-'cul'y I"r one moment the attention ol the Sen-

1 u_.
many months 1 havi sat mid listened to (lie

delMite ujio.n.thiB mnl other kintlreJ subjects. I have not
par icipatad in that debate, lor the reason that I Itoue and
doubt not that gentlemen better qualified than mywIf
would manage the discussion, and give such a direction
to the measures of this body aa would be moot becoming.
I nave not been invincible to the denunciation* which
nave tieen bv|iotheiically stated and positively charted
upon 'hose who ni ght think proper to vote /or the Cali¬
fornia bill. I have voted for that bill, air, and I have
voted lor another which waa denounced aa unfriendly
to the south. In casting my vote for these measures, I
belli-.ve (bat I have been actuated by feelings as purely
souiuern aa thoae of any gentleman j. tj,jh Though
iny conception* of what in beneficial to tlio South inay
not be '»«ht, I nevertheless insist that my motives are as

-V,'"*0 a"y fentlaoiau. What coaaiderationa
oouM influence me to depart from a policy calculated to
advance the interests of the South ? What has been inv
connexion with Ine South, aud what ha* been my courre
and manner of lite j So far an 1 can understand it, air,
it bun never been adverse (or one moment. !
Gentlemen have gratuitously come forward aa the

special champions of the interest* oi tbat Stale which I
have the honor in part to represent. They have de¬
nounced the courae which I have pursued. Whether
toe motivea by which I waa actuated were directly im¬
pugned or not la not material; my conduct was, aud the
courae which I did pursue. This, sir, has direct .elation
to my constituency, and to the in inner in which I dis¬
charge iny duties to tnem. I have arii-en to vindicate or
excuse myself to them exclusively, and not to offer an

apology for the course which I may pursue in this body.
1 have risen, if I may be so fortunate, to vindicate in>sell
in the discbarge of the truat delegated to me. 1 have faith
in my constituency 1 know them. I have tried them
I have tested them from the beginning of their political
existence to the present time. 1 know they are patriotic.
Iknojv they desire the harmony and perpetuity ol this
Union And whatever course I may judge best calcu¬

lated lo attain these objects to promote these ends, I
r ^ hed they will tie accorded iu.
I deny to honorable gentlemen the exclusive right of

becoming or of avowing themselves or of acting as guar¬
dians of southern intereats. I hve very far south. I
feel as a southern man; aud I feel, I think, as im con-
shtiieiita do, that to be a southern man ia to be a Union
man,. I was delighted the other day by the sentiment ex¬

posed m lexas n the celebration of the^at ona a*.
niversary of the United States, and expressed notwhh-
n£?. .g exc"«,d condition of the people of Texas,
I Ji'f j* fe(finl.u'|happy occurrences-within her borders.

if at' "^withstanding that excitement,
they should entertain sentiments there that are iiectiliar

Arn!?,^T®£IC!t!' ^Sk * and fi,,d e*Pfe"»ion only from the
American head. The aeniiment was given :

Our brethren frotn Maine to the Rio Grande.from the
Atlantic to ihe i aciho We mluto them with our love.

This ia the sentiment emanating from the hearts that 1
m^It'' ! NlnJ" d bfc Pithless if I did not respond in
my conduct and in my votes to such sentiments.

It was said, sir. when the Texas bill was before this
body, and in intimate connexion lor a long time with the
California bill, that Texas waa to be sacrificed to free

I'ir l|°h I have no sympathies with free
aoil. sir. I have a sympathy with the North aud the South
alike. They are equally portions of this Union, They
are inseparable, in my estimation, from the national

grosparity, and glory, and the honor of the American
.11'r ,'xa" mtu»ted in this respect > She

uad come into this Union in comformity with ihe Mis¬
souri Compromise line. And the first portion of slave
terutory granteJ since 'stoto free-soil dominion was taken

*CCOfde ',.° th« North by southern votes.

? u! Lbo !""uenc« pf this; and it was her assent that
brought her into the Union, under conditions not of her

1.h '.l0"L . ^ upon ,iarby 'h" sympathies and
attachments cherished in I exaa for this Union and their

if w as m^lJl.r'W!?0t by ber *dv,**n,M,nt or devising.
It Mas mer.-lj the alternative submitted to ber. arbitrary

^ unconditional in iia character, it was the'
South thtf took from her these prerogatives; aud she

rctmtS Sh V integrity. «nd j.reberve her spotless
reputation, She had an undoubted right to alienate a

laige portion of her territory to tree aoil. She could
spare it without inconvenience. But her higher motive

i^wi ( i
" ,el'r'*titeil in my humble person,

wni^i'ru if *' reconcile the great interests of this

». i. .
was a.higher object than pecuniary consid-
w'M*h'Ither object than sectional feeling that

tuatcdmy heart; and I am satisfied that my colleague
lelt as be ought to feel, for he manifested an ability and
eariie»utKss Uiatprecluded auy participation on my part
in the debate. To show the fallacy, as I apprehend, of

80 f1*" n advanced, and that southern
J if fV* V" been <*'njured by any cession
which Las been wade by Texas, it was suggested bv
honorable gentleinen.by the gentleman from Tennessee.

*? loug as Texas remained entire and
undivided, so long she would have the coatrol of the ttr-

unified to d« i°h i
30 lnin

.
Sir' ,he !¦"* remain

united to do that, abe must ren«aia inseparable to do that,
becausetf a Slate waa created in the portion north of
ibat line, and comurehendtsd in a State, it would Ua
necessarily accorded to free soil. And il you let her le-
main entire without any division or partitioning of her
luto b»*ua, yott preclude bsr from the formation of four
i'h? ff.'?! iUou 10 l,w' one, in accordance with

i
'« 'he comjiact. You restrict

hsr to a etuKle Slate, instead of her forming five States
She would present, a* .he now does, two aoitthetn sena-

I*. when she would otherwise present tea in this body.
L-srsrer::v?"n*ior b'" fre° >o<i.
^ri.i.^^ American soil, has txain regarded I re
gard that athive any sectiouai cons«deralton. It was a
Jnecl 'eCoctkw upon the Senate of the United States.

L -JDTt'r" ' "'"'''fie-l or wantsd perception, il they
aapvowd Texas would agire to any lung prejudicial to the
souito. or tothaiioaMHiiatil) connected wiih the Sonta.
Are not their productions southern I Are not ibeir institu-

And how are they set apart from the
aouib I It they could not understand those interests, they
were unworthy to become representatives u|niii this door
II iney are discerning, and pui*ue a course of policy not
suited to ber interests, >ou must impute uuwortby iirin-
ci|Hes to us. 1 stand here and repeat that we are taiixht
by a life a expeiience and piactice. Tt xss tegar lle^ToI
southern iiiterwls I Other j>ery,ns step in as the eujwr
visors of her policy, her opinion*, and indirectly charge

,h*pnh,,re w,,h war apon the
anMb. Thete is no war made upon the South, aud the
aouibern |n ople, in my opinion, will so consider it. What
expression lias been givwi (ll apprehension by the South/
V\ here has there ,?en an intelligible expression given
thai it is believed that the South is torn dowu by such
measuies / Have the southern j«oi>le come here with
Ibeir petitions and memorials ? oi Lve opinions been
manuiaciured bete, aud disseminated throughout the
Sooth, to .rouse them to a state of phrensy b> statemeui*
of facts to them, and this denunciation by wholesale, this
deprecation of awful consequences that must follow
mm drive the people of the .South to disunion and seces¬
sion I

I contend that unless some positive act ia done in dero-
gstion of their constitutional lights, they will neitherse-
ce.le nor nullity Are we Ui take its an indication of
southern sentiment the expression of the Sou'hern Con-
Tent-oii Are we to regard that as the controlling it,fin.
Mice of ths South t Art they to dictate to leculative
bodies iis hu(list as the Congress ol the United S-ntcs I
and are ihey to dictaie to tha authorities at Washington
wnnt t.iey are t° do or menace what mu«t be done by the

22S k'* i l"ii""'»*te" upon which oar consti-
iuiK»n m the institufiouA of our country f I
do contend t iat it was a surreptitious meeting in Nash- I
Title t n«ve respect for geiitlem«u who were constitu¬
ents of thst body lres|«, i them as an American outlu
to do, ami as gentlemen oujht to be res^iected. Bm it
was a piece of flagrant arrogance in them By whom
were they constituted a great assembly, to dictate to tha
t,ingress ol the Unitad States, and tail tbe.n, yuu must
do so ana so. or we will plant ourselves so an<i so, and
your compromises are not to b« r.ganled? You must

nompeoeiaes and further concessions, or it
*

r < 1 00 *ood- ^'1 'his loos likea disposi'ion to
conciliate, hannonize, and reconcile difficulties I or did il
look like dictation .saying, we will have our own way:
w* .*" c<mstitutad, sell-created, and we will create

you what we please Who were they t They wer«g»n
tlameii of tome of the State# co-operatinc in aeniiment ;
ose wtae, p< rhapa, alone givjng anything like an nn^iodi-
aaentof its will; then, Grorgia, Ajihama, and Misiua-
wppi, if you please What do they do/ Their legi.la-
taras take it in hand| and .Misais-ippi ha<l a meeting in
Jaeksoniin October, 1140,1 think,and at Ibeir convention
api>ointeH delegates to the Nashvnle Convention. Those

** P'operly apitouitel What
did tbay do f 1 he legislature* met. 'I hey ha<l exclu leu
the condition of the admiMman of California from their

e^ivenlinn *h<",ld not he made an issue between
Ibe North and tbe South, beeanse it waa understood that
California bad avary reason in Um worid to form a gov-

eminent and »l*ply for admission as a Slate. But su!*.
queutly, I Mieve. it was brought iu, *Jding two

1* I, ^ ZW evrr on* was uml«*tood to have a

probability in ftivor of it, an extra condition waft juluei'
to a, to ah to render a reconcilement impracticable. The
legislature inet the other day to reappoint the delegate*. 01
lo appoint new ones; aiul for what purpose and reason /
necause the peotle do not understand it, and tlierelure
thur representatives, in their wisdom, must take upon
hem the responsibility of acting for the people-one ol
the 1110M wise and prudent ste|te that could have been
taken, lor the people carq nothing about it. Well, sir.
bis has never touched the vitals of the community, but

."'r*, l1*1' J0"010 ,he NMhrill. Convention,
u i <J'Cm v,0'«t'0" of the prin

s'a .1 ,Wir y Waahington, an(1 illustrious
fh i? efforts made to overawe the legislation of
the Union were contrary to good government, and the
principlea which should actuate Americans. Thi#con
ofthav r:,V te,rled for ,hat purpose, and none other,

inty would not have attempted to remain by adjourn-
rra o"r"c.i;"J l">U "T ". """

peiMinage, who. I think, leceived about one hundred
» ih« fi Vjle*,out of eigWn or twenty thousand.in

!
« >f>lay,0' and rhetoric, entertained

an enlightened and accomplished audience at Na»hville

ilT.« v
,hat he r14'f"f8ent«d "»e bone and sinew'

oi '*-xaa. «es, sir, one hundred and forty different men,
the bone and sinew of Texas! Ileally, I thought she
was better oft.belter hitched together than that
[Laughter ] I thought she hail more vitality about her:
I thought she had muscles and blood about her. He wa*

.hi h '*r,,"11,*¥ffc"ntative1 « least-be only represented
bo"e alld sinew. And he was lo give expression, 1

we?« e'r' 'II * W£l T®.xas! Othar gentlemen that
were exactly in the same situation with him represented
the enure community, doubiless, with an expression uro-
portiotiaJly paitial They, resolved that the'line ""; deg.
30 mm. should be their ultimatum, with some additional
suggestions to it. I wish lo call the attention of the hon
>>rable I resident to the way that line has heen regarded
by some southern men heretofore, in an instance that oc-
curred in legislation tome years since.
.

* wcoliect well when but one southern man voted for
the Missouri Compromise line in relation to the measure
of bringing in Oregon as^Territory. I recollect when
the South repudiated the MiMotiri Compromise line, and
denounced it as impolitic, arid one of the greatest raisfor
tunes and most pernicious measures that had ever been
introduced into the policy of the United Slates. I recol¬
lect how it was characterized. It was not only denounced
and voted down in this body, but I know that, voting
lor it, 1 was denounced for adherence to that solemn
compromise And how can the South now ask to have
that established which they have formerly repudiated and
denounced? I voted for it then; I have voted for it
now l never change my opinions or actions.at least if
they have been once decorous, I try to keep them so I
have voted for the amendments to the bill, not that I be¬
lieve the une would give the South any advantage if ex¬
tended to the Pacific, or if you divided California by that
line. I have no idea that you would create one solitary
slave State there, but raifier that you would multiply
free-soil States. And that line being defeated, I still vote
tor California. One reason why I vote for its admission
as it is will be beciuse the people were all thrown into a
situation where organization was necessary to supersede
a military government for which all necessity had
ceased, unless they had failed to organize themselves as a
State. I am for ad mittjng them as a State, (contend
inat it i§ the inherent right oi Americait people* where*
ever they are thrown together in sufficient numbers, that
'ney alia, establish some government for themselves
either provisional, territorial, or of whatever description
they may choose; for you cannot plant upon a spot of
eatth by themselves one thousand Americans that will
not establish for themselves free institutions assimilated
to the government under which they have been reared
It is inherent to the Anglo-Saxon and Anglo-American
race to govern themselves, and you cannot prevent it;
and these people have elected a State government.

It was not the North that destroyed Clayton's bill, as it
was called.the compromise of the session of ls48.
lhat wai postponed upon the motion of a southern
gentleman, und it was never even entitled to a hearing in
the other House.the House of Representatives It was
voted down upon the motion of a southern gentleman

I con tend that California is entitled, upon the principle
of self government. to come into this Union as a State
ISor does it operate prejudicially: for, if you were to di¬
vide the Territory into two or more States, the indications
are undeniably true that you would only, by multiplying
the States, or dividing her into States, increase the pre-
pondetsnce against southern interests. If the prepon¬
derance is in favor of the North, is that a reason for dis¬
union or resistance to the constitution of the country'
I cannot concave that it is. If the South has lost the
balance of power or if it i* destroyed between the North
and South, and if the South secedes, will she gain a

« advaniage by it I Will it multiply her population I
Will it give her any advantage which she does not
possess as a part ol the Unioa f Will it obviate future
evils, future contingencies, or any future misenr that
they may be threatened with by adherence to the Union I
I cannot conceive that it would. Every evil that I can
imagine as connected with the measure would be fraught
with utter destruction not only to the South but to the
N.-rth. \\ e should be a distracted and wretched people.
a people without a nation, without a country.
Suppose the Unioa divided. Ma-on and Dixon's line

and the O.iio river form the boundary. What would be
our condition? An American might go to France or to
England, where the American name is a protection, and
where an American enunciate* with as much pride as
Paul did. when he excla<med «. I am a Roman citizen !"
The American name commands respect; it commands
honor and homage from the nations of the earth
who arc trod<!en down bencau despotic feet. " Where
are you from l" would be the question put. " I am
»ro:n America." "America? Whereabout r "The
North.the northern republic." "A northern re
tublican I Then you are an abolitionist, and no;
fro.a the land of Washington T If from the South,
low ask, "VV hero are youfioia?" "From tbe South."
"The South.' Why, you are a nullifier or a dis-
unionist." Neither section would commanl the respect
lhat the American name does now. If it were even fan-
ciinl, 1 would plod through a life of diflcultiss to attain
so high a boon as to be called an American citizen Let
us preserve that sacred name; let us preserve it; and
while the constitution stands we ask no compromises to
ttie South. (Jive us the constitouou, trenching in our

rights by undelegated power; and though majorities
should rule, we are still members of the Union. I ask
no compromise, no extension of the Missouri line. Leave
it to the people who till up our vast territories to estab
lish institutions best suited to their views of morality or

fioltcy, no matter which may control them. It is a right
inheieul in the American character, and a right guar
ami*! unJei the constitution lo American citizens Let
ibem a Ijiist it ss they will, I care not. Had California
come forward wiih an authorization of slavery in her
constitution, would 1 have voted against her f No, I
would not. Then, if she has come forward with an apnro-
bation, it is by the election of her citizens that she has
done so; and whelbei they are regularly domiciliated or

regularly initiated as citizens or not, they have gone
there; they are (here ; them will nlways be a sufficient
number to sustain them there, and they will be a State
theie.

1 am not afraid that it would drive them away from us
if we did not admit them as a State. I have no appre
bension, because I trust they hsve more loyalty than
to abandon Ihe land of their birth.a land of free and
liberal institutions. I am not afraid of them It is in no

terror of their secession, sbandonment of thair mother
country, thai I vole for them. It is upon iKe broad
principle that they have a right to govern themselves,
and I am not in Itecoine the inquisitor of their legal con¬

dition. They assume the responsibility of a State gov-
erumcnt, with all its burdens and respouaibil ty, and F am
willing that they should do so ; /or, if we consider ft a
matter ol policy or economy, we should have to bank¬
rupt the treasury of Ihe United Sutes to give the salaries
Uiey would be entitled lo receive in the gold region, and
we should get none of the gol I. [Laughter ] ( think it
a matter of economy ; but, above thai, I think it a mai¬
ler of justice and right to thein that they should be ad¬
mitted.

I '.yould not, Mr. President, unite with the North or

the Sruih, if it were in my power, to oppress either of the
sections I cannot perceive by voting for this bill that I
violate the constitution While th<- Sou'h desires ail her
rights, claimed under lbs constitution, when I yote for
one general measure affecting the whole, I cannot con¬

ceive lhat I airay myself againM the South, when the
South in a majority voted for it, and it was considered a

matter of |K>ltcy for which they were voting. They may
conceive and t tik of secession ; but it will not deier me
Iro n voting for whai I think lo be my duly, which is
h'gner llian any tlnng sectional devolving upon any sen-

ator of litis lirvty. He is to Icaik to the preservstion
of iliis Union j snd if a msjority happen* to vole

for or adopt measures, aftar nine months are given

for the discussion of the subject.member* then hiving
had an opportuuity of coming to a couclusiou upon
the subject as to what course they ought to adopt.
I think it cannot ami ought not to oe longer de¬
layed. If K majority, then, take Mich measure* as are
necessary to the consummation of it* passage, it certainly
cannot be considered by a minority oppressive to them.
While muj iritie* rule, and when there ia nothing mani¬
festly wrong or uncon*titutioual.when no injustice is
manifestly done.I cannol.couceive thst at this lata pe¬
riod of the session (tuuie urgency might not be indulgedI have voted for the engrossment of this bill, and 1 wall
vole for it* Una I pa<s*g*. 1 shall vote with the cooacioos-
ues* that I am serving my constituent* in the beet poaaible
nianner, and I have at least takeu a step to rnslor* har*
mony ; for every circumstance that remain* open will bet
question for agitation in this country. Every one should
aid, according to my apprehension. in doing what is rigfct.
what is serving the best interests ol hi* countrvT It
>s worth the effort in thi* body, and in every functionary
of the government, to endeavor to allay excitement and
reconcile jarring opinion*, and to harmonize conflicting
interest*. It is this «'uty thst brought me here, and that
ket|iHtme lu re; and without it I would not stay. If 1 had not
a hope Dial my huoibleservices here might, in an humble
way, at lesst, conduce to the great end of the government
and to the constitution at the country, I could not endure
what I now do. I implore aud beg gentlemen^when they
speak of the interests of the Sou h, and wheo they de¬
nounce those gentlemen.whether of the South, the
North, Eas>, or west.who cannot think with then, that
they should reflect for a moment that they are men of
¦eligibilities a* well as we; they are men having pride as
well as we; they aie men having honor, too, as well is
we. Though they may not be as chivalrous as other
gentlemen, they may be guided by as ilelxate a settee ol
honor aud propriety, and may cherish all the generous
and patriotic motives which should actuate en American
heart. 1 conjure geiitlemcu, at least here, to have the
charity to suppose I am in my course actuated by aa cor¬
rect a feeling as they are. I ask no more but to turn me
over to the tuuder mercies of my constituouts. To them
I sm accountable.to the constitution oi my country and
lue oath I have taken ; and 1 am accountable above that-
far above human perception and human thought.I am
responsible to an Eternal (Jod. I am responsible to no
coinfieers, but for my personal deportment. A rebuke in
moderation I can bear; but when untimely and repented,
it becomes my purpose, my will, and my duty to any to

fenllemen, This is ungracious ; I would not indulge in it.
am willing to pass them by without ascribing unworthy

rantives. As for judgmeut, 1 will not place mine in op-
pugnaiion to theirs. But if, after I have attained to my
present years, and when time has bleached theee locks, I
am uninslructed, charity should forbid rebuke or re¬
proach.

1 have heard of a crisis in the country. ( have lived
amongst them all my life. 1 have endured much by their
influence. I have heard of them here. This may lie one;
and we may have passed it by. I recollect well the
clouds that have passed over the country, and the
despondency that has ruled the proudest and menlieet
heart. 1 have seen dejection marked in manly facee. I
have seen my country triumphant again. 1 win young,
but 1 yet remember the Missouri question. I knew then
the agitations of the country; but the masses were not
moved by thein. There was no mighty upheaving, be¬
cause the great ark of their country was not wrecked.
Its constitution remained ; its Congress remained; their
delegates served in the discharge of their duties.

well, sir, if it is a crisis.ao we lack mind I Do we
lack patriotism .' Do we lack energy ? Do we lack any
noble virtue that our fathers cherished in qtber times,
without which we cannot go forward to a crisis like
this, acting like men ? Why shall we not gather into the
treasure ot our Union the glory that surrounds us?
Mr. President, I feel fully satisfied that if this measure

passes the Congress of the United Statee, and it ehonld
oe ratified by the Executive, aa the wires carry it to the
distaut points, as the intelligence through the journale of
the country is diffused throughout the land, joy, and hap- ,

pinese, and exultation will enter every heart, and even

private collisions will be forgotten in toe joy that will be
inspired. Yes, sir, 1 apprehend no difficulty. Your Nanh-
ville difficulties will die away. The food of agitation
will be taken away, the aliment of diecord will be de¬
stroyed, and healthlul and vigorous existence will be seen
through our land. Sir, if we are men, let n* march up
and meet it It is not for ourselves, who, in n tew years,
must pass off. The piesent will be forgotten in the reali¬
zation of the lutuie.others will take our places. Let
us not forget the blessing which we inherited and
which we have enjoyed. We may have contribated
something to their perpetuation, but let u* not leave
the work half done. Let u* do it entirely, and to oar
posterity transmit the same glorious institution* that we
inherited from our forefather*, and no time shall
upon ihenj, in the visitations of Providence, when they
ruay exclaim, "sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.
Let us control the evils which have presented themselves
to us; let us manage them like men; 1st us give a direc¬
tion to thein that our posterity will not say, when raising
arms agaii>*t a brother of another section, "our fathers
have entailed this upon uslet us leave them the heri¬
tage that freemen ought to desire,and that our children will
enjoy. What higher distinction could await us ! What
higuer privilege has been accorded to men on earth? Are
we for sectional feelings ?-~are we for abstractions,to barter
away the real boon that ws have derived tiooi our fore-
lathers, and in which we were eo wisely instructed by
the Father of our Country in tbe pursuit of noble end*
and glorious objects' Let us not forget our high destiny,
and to rontribute all our aid to sustain this glorious Union,
and trausni t it to tbe latest days of man.
Mr BAKNWELL I think myself very unfortunate,

Mr. President.being by my temper entirely adverse to
thi* *uife of words, and by my principle* forbidden to
engage in the wr inkling which too often take* place
here.that I should feel myself compelled to reply
(briefly it shall tie) to some of the observations which
have fallen troin the senator from Texas, [Mr. Hocrro*.]
They have re'erence to the Nashville Convention. 1 was
a member of tliat body, and I bold it not tbe least honor
in my lit*. I we* associated there with gentlemen to
whos«i high character I need not bear testimony. They
are all of them well known to senators on thi* Boor, and
I am sure that they will cheerfully accord to them the
characters of being amoog't tbe most virtuous and distin¬
guished citizens of the various States fro.n which they
respectively came Neither was it any "surreptitious*
assemblage It was a body summoned together under
very high auspices. Should any one of the States of
this conlcderacy, however inconsiderable in extent of ter¬
mor) or number of people, ado)* a measure, and recom-
ineud it* adoption to other States, that act itself gives
'be mea«uie a character of high respectability. Bat
this assemblage was not made at tbe call of a single
State on >; but many of the most considerable of the
sou hern Sutes formally recommended it, and tve of
them were very fully lepresealed in it. The State of
Mississippi, tnrnugh the formal action of her legielatere.
made provision lor the pay of her members; the
Sute of Georgia Conferring a regular commission
upon them through her governor, and other States,
in mode* more informal, but all with regularity end
precision, civing high credence to the delegates assembled
taere. Tney have discharged their trust: the reenlts, in
their recorded acts, are before the country. I believe
that the representatives of my constitnet cy may be well
satisfied if they receive aa general and as cordial appro¬
bation of their conduct in the discharge of the dutiee in¬
trusted to them a* theee gentlemen have done from the
constituency which they represented at Nasbville. I
need not cull to the attention of any one here that which
I may well call the buret of approbation with which their
proceedings have been received in lb*t section of the conn
try which wa« chiefly represented there. They are satis¬
fied, having, as I believe, discharged their duties conscien¬
tiously, made their report to those who eent them, end re¬
ceived their approval. They have never attempted to in¬
termeddle with the duty of otbere. or intrude their coun¬
sels upon eny other deliberative body. I call tbe Senate to

¦ear me witness thai, during the two mouths thsl I hsve
neeii with you, I havs never volunteered here e word of
the ptoeeeduigs of this convention. I have never at

tumpted in the slightest degree to influence your delibera¬
tion* by any appeal to its authority Ita member* were

appointed to represent tbe southern people ie council: to

I em their have made their return by them sre

approved or censnred. They claim no authority o® .

they utter no voice of counsel, mnch less oftn .

this body. If their constituent* and <tb« indica¬

tions
'k*'r l*OCe«dinu».Ma ina asM-

is
approval bare readied a* here.this

f" ou' ,l)e free action of public sentiment passing
irom man to man, until it reiche* those in wboee

'lands fli» legislative power rests, to inform or guide
'hem. Whatever may be the opinion$*ntertmiMd of the
address and resolutions of that convention.and of coarse

l''ey will be very venous snd discordant.[ think I nav

Inim for them eelnw* an I propriety in their deliber*
Ilone, snd .» sm fied sbstinenee from any dictation to this

«?!>, except throuzb the medium of oar common

stituency. This is ail I have to say upon that
But. Mr. President, as I have ml£L.

to express some views which present fhsm.iJL
in relation to the sobject whictus now biErS^S?


